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Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans           April 10, 2020 

“What’s so Good about it?”                   Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12, John 18 - 19   

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Perhaps you don’t know that in most languages, this day is not called Good 

Friday. In French, it is called le vendredi saint, or Holy Friday, in line with 

the rest of the days of Holy Week. In Russian, it is Passion Friday and in 

German it is Karfreitag or Sorrowful Friday. In other languages, there is 

emphasis on the suffering of our Lord.  In fact, at first glance, it is very hard 

to see this day as Good. 

 

When we consider that this day commemorates the day that God Himself 

who became one of us was tortured to death by us, one rightly questions the 

usage of the word “Good.” Where is the justice in this? How can we 

possibly celebrate this? Now you may know the answers to those questions, 

but if you do, first remember the profound injustice of the Righteous One, 

who had committed no sin, being tortured to death on a cross. In these days, 

which few of us would call “good,” due to the pandemic, let us reflect again 

on why Jesus went to the Cross and why this day is called “Good.” 

 

Remember that a crucifixion was reserved for the lowest class of slaves and 

those committing crimes worthy of death: murder and insurrection, usually. 

If you had any status at that time, you would be given a quick death by the 

sword, but never this ugly means of slow execution.  Hung on two logs on 

the side of the road, the one crucified would become a grim billboard, saying 

to all passers by, “Don’t do what this one did…or you may end up like 

him…” 

 

They would be pierced with nails in the wrists/hands and feet. They would 

be hung to slowly die on the side of the road. The only reason that this was a 

matter of hours instead of days for Jesus and those near him, was because it 

was going to be a holiday of Passover in a few hours (Friday night). The 

Romans accommodated the local customs in this regard. 

 

I understand that reflecting on someone being slowly tortured to death is 

hardly the Good thing to do. Roman authors and reporters avoided writing 

about the cross; even historians hesitated to go into the details, because it 

was so gruesome. But crucifixion happened. And it happened for a reason. 
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The Jews knew that anyone hung on a tree or pole or like instrument was 

cursed.  People knew the Scripture in Deuteronomy 21:23, and that anyone 

hung on a tree or pole was cursed. But what they hadn’t remembered was 

Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant in chapter 53, who most Jewish 

persons interpret as a reference to the whole people of Israel, not the 

Messiah. But we hear those verses so clearly in terms of our Lord Jesus 

Christ:  

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

You may know that Jesus went to the Cross to take the punishment we 

deserve for our sins on Himself. Elsewhere in the Bible, in the New 

Testament, it is clear that Jesus gave His life as a sacrifice for our sins. He 

voluntarily gave Himself up for us. He accomplished what we could not 

accomplish for ourselves. He took the penalty of our sins. Now, you can 

give your life to God. He will receive it, receive you as His own child, a 

brother or sister to One who gave His life on the Cross. If you have never 

heard this or understood this before today, today is the day to receive His 

life, accepting what He has done for you as payment for your rebellion 

against God. Jesus is for you. Receive Him as your Master, your Mentor, 

your Teacher and your Friend. Follow Him. Tell someone else that you have 

made this commitment. Tell us. pastor@graceorleans.ca  

 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, Dr. J. Dent, pastor; Good Friday, April 10, 2020 3 

Today the Good News is that our righteous Lord and God, Jesus Christ, 

sacrificed himself for us that we would know His life and His Kingdom 

work, and life eternal starting now. Give yourself to Him completely and 

unreservedly. 

 

There is the Good in this day. In fact this day may be the highest and lowest 

events of all history combining together in but a few hours.  The lowest and 

the most evil is that Jesus, who was righteous, sinless, and fully dedicated to 

the Father was slowly tortured to death by the people he had given Himself 

to, everyone of His day, Jews, Samaritans, Romans, demon oppressed, you 

name it. And yet, this day was the day the veil of the Temple was torn from 

top to bottom. This symbolically showed that what Jesus did opened up the 

Holy presence of God to all who would receive Jesus. Jesus was and is the 

High Priest of eternity who invites us into relationship anew today with God, 

His Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit, One God in three persons. 

 

You may feel these days are not good. They are filled with restrictions and 

officials telling you all kinds of things you cannot do, for the sake of public 

health. The government has shut down your travel plans. Many of us feel the 

need to rebel. Others of us are okay, but feel the strain of our restrictions. I 

continue to encourage you to take the time you’ve felt you’ve never had, to 

read Scripture, pray, talk about your faith, talk about what the Lord means to 

you, how He meets you, cares for you, talk about your trusting Him, or how 

it is difficult to trust Him. 

 

All these things we bring to the Cross today. Is there someone you need to 

forgive, for what he or she has done to you? Today is the day to forgive 

them. As you know, we have choices every day to turn our lives in the 

direction of our Lord, or in the direction of fear and dismay. We can 

overdose on the news. Please don’t. It is good to be informed but not 

obsessed with the news. It is good to learn something of new procedures to 

not overly expose yourself to the virus, while not becoming germophobes, 

that is, an over the top worry about infection. Hand washing is good. 

Disinfecting is good. Over the top preoccupation with such is not. 

 

Coming to the cross of Jesus in these days reminds us that we have grief to 

process. Our lives and routines have been overwhelmed with change. We 

have the loss of the normal interactions and life that we used to take for 

granted. As the Queen said in her brief speech on Palm Sunday, we are 

going through extraordinarily difficult times, but we will make it through 
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them back to work, to regularly scheduled programming, back to what we 

used to take for granted. Take the time in these days to pray, to meditate on 

God’s Word, to sing, to praise, to practice thanksgiving. 

 

The cross of Jesus leads us to us taking up our own crosses and following 

Him.  This teaching of Jesus reminds us that we too live lives not centered 

on self, but centered on Him. Luke 9:23: (ESV) 

 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 

 

This isn’t to save ourselves, only Jesus can do that. This isn’t to never think 

about ourselves, nor bring the condition of our hearts, our emotions, our 

thoughts and our lives to the Lord. For He wants us to bring ourselves and 

all that we are as a part of our prayer time. It is to say that He is calling us to 

a life of service and sacrifice, as He modelled in His earthly ministry. It is 

not all about me, or us. It is about Him. Drawing close to Him in these days 

is imperative, and I recommend you use as much creativity to not only keep 

up a great variety of activities and rest, but also a lot of creativity in finding 

out what pleases the Lord, and serves others. Loving God. Loving others. 

The cross brings home the fact we no longer belong to ourselves, but we 

belong to Jesus. Ask Him what He wants you to do in this unusual season. 

 

Look at Him on the cross, suffering, hear His love toward His family, His 

followers, His Father, and the lost around Him. We remember the two 

thieves crucified next to Him. (Luke 23: 39- 43) They chose two different 

paths: one was mocking Him and telling Him what to do. The other was 

trusting Him, and looking forward to heavenly times with God. This virus 

does not have the final say on our lives. This virus does not control our lives. 

We can choose to make this down time a time with the Crucified One, who 

knows our suffering, who knows our losses, who deeply cares about us, who 

wants time with us in these days. Jesus’ blood ran down His body on the 

cross. He poured out Himself for us. His mercy toward us, means we don’t 

have to be perfect in these days. But let us depend on His strength, His 

mission, His love to get us through this season. 

 

No matter what you are going through, nor what your loved ones are going 

through, trust Him who endured the pain of the cross, but who is now risen 

and able to see you through, no matter what you are going through. And as 

you may have some time: Read those chapters of John or Matthew’s version 
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in chapters 26 and 27 of the story of the Crucifixion and share with each 

other what is new to you, what makes a difference to you. Remember Jesus 

and how Good this Friday is because of Him. 

 

Let us pray. 

 


